
 

 

Dear Families, 

Summertime is a relaxing break from school routines, BUT that doesn’t 

mean that young minds should take a break!  Reading is a fun, calming 

activity that will help prepare for the next grade level by stimulating 

brains.  In fact, did you know that according to researchers at John 

Hopkins University, students can lose a total of two to three months of 

reading achievement over summer vacation.  Another study out of 

Harvard found that reading four to five books over the summer can 

prevent a decline in reading achievement scores from spring to fall.        

Let’s learn from these two studies, and prevent achievement loss by 

reading some good books over summer vacation!  

We are encouraging all students to complete and color in as many  

“Who, What, Where, When, and How” boxes on the back of this letter      

as possible over these upcoming summer months.  Have FUN with these 

silly reading tasks!  How many boxes can you color?  Will you end up 

coloring more than your friends? Return your summer reading sheet to 

your new teacher by August 30, 2019. 

 

Happy Reading! 

 

 

 

 



 

Resources: 

Monarch book list: https://www.aisled.org/pdf/2020%20Monarch%20Award%20Master%20List.pdf 

Blue Stem book list: https://www.aisled.org/pdf/2020%20Bluestem%20Master%20List.pdf 

Caudill book list: https://www.rebeccacaudill.org/images/2020/2020CaudillAuthorList.pdf 

Newbery Award list: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberywinners/medalwinners 

Caldecott Award list: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecottwinners/caldecottmedal 

Battle of the Books list: (visit the Crete Public Library site at : www.cretelibrary.org) 

 

 

Genre Guide: 

 Fable – narration demonstrating a useful truth, especially in which animals speak as humans; legendary, 

supernatural tale 

 Fairy tale – story about  magical creatures, often including princesses and princes 

 Fantasy – fiction with strange or other worldly settings or characters; fiction which invites suspension of reality 

 Folklore – the songs, stories, myths, and proverbs of a people or "folk" as handed down by word of mouth 

 Graphic Novel – story written in a format similar to comic book writing 

 Historical fiction – story with fictional characters and events in a historical setting 

 Legend – story, sometimes of a national or folk hero, that has a basis in fact but also includes imaginative material 

 Mystery – fiction dealing with the solution of a crime or the unraveling of secrets 

 Mythology – legend or traditional narrative, often based in part on historical events, that reveals human behavior 

and natural phenomena by its symbolism; often pertaining to the actions of the gods 

 Poetry – verse and rhythmic writing with imagery that creates emotional responses 

 Realistic fiction – story that is true to life 

 Science fiction – story based on impact of actual, imagined, or potential science, usually set in the future or on other 

planets 

 Short story – fiction of such brevity that it supports no subplots 

 Tall tale – humorous story with blatant exaggerations, swaggering heroes who do the impossible with nonchalance 

 Biography/Autobiography - narrative of a person's life. A true story about a real person. 

 Narrative nonfiction - factual information presented in a format which tells a story 
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Color in each box that you complete this summer, 

and then turn it in to your new teacher by Friday, August 30, 2019. 

 

WHO? WHAT? WHERE? WHEN? HOW? 

Read to                   

someone who is 

younger than you. 

Read a book               

that a friend 

recommends. 

Read at the park. 
Read while  

standing in a line. 

Read in the dark 

with a flashlight. 

Read to a relative 

over the phone. 

Read                 

something that is 

informational        

(or non-fiction). 

Read in the 

bathtub. 

Read while         

riding in the car. 

Read aloud             

with an accent. 

Read to a pet or a 

stuffed animal. 

Read something 

from an award list 

at your local 

library. 

Read by a pond, 

lake, river,                       

or ocean. 

Read early in the 

morning before 

anyone is awake. 

Read wearing 

sunglasses. 

Read to a friend              

or a sibling. 

Read an                          

old favorite story. 

Read under                    

the stars. 

Read while on           

a day trip                      

or a vacation. 

Read aloud              

in a silly voice. 

Read to someone 

who is older                

than you. 

Read something    

that is out of your 

comfort zone. 

Read in another 

town, city, state,  

or country. 

Read while having   

a picnic. 

Read wearing your 

bathing suit. 

 

Student’s name: _________________________________________ 

Fall 2019 Classroom Teacher: ______________________________ 


